
Eastern District and Franconia Mennonite Conference Assembly 
 
Worship Service – Friday, November 2, 2018 
 
The combined worship service took place at Souderton Mennonite Church.  The service opened 
at 7:00 PM with a reflection on the history of our conferences, including the following: 
 1709 – Skippack Conference was created.  The name of the conference was eventually 
changed to Eastern PA Conference. 
 1936 – the name was changed to Franconia Conference. 
 1847 – Oberholzer and others drafted a congregational constitution to share new 
methods of promoting and preserving the Gospel.  The conference excommunicated those that 
created the constitution.  This led to the founding of the Eastern District Conference.  Early 
differences between the two groups included the constitution, by-laws, Sunday School, and a 
religious periodical.  
 
Currently the conferences have collaborative ministries, including Mennonite Central 
Committee, Mennonite Missions Network, and Mennonite Disaster Service.  
 
Ephesians 4: 4 -6 was shared – There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all. 
 
Steve Kriss read the names of the churches in the two conferences.  Representatives from the 
churches shared symbols of their congregations.  Steve welcomed new congregations and 
congregations which are exploring membership in the Franconia conference.  
 
Tami Good and the worship team led multilingual singing and prayer. 
 
A skit was lead with two volunteers reading parts – Kathy from Eastern District played the part 
of Edi and Bob from Franconia Conference played the part of Frank. 
Frank and Edi had just become engaged (representing the conferences who have been 
“dating”).      
 
After the skit, the Souderton Mennonite Church Choir sang the “Compassion Hymn”.  
 
The moderators from both conferences shared and received forgiveness for past injuries.  
 
The worship team led the group singing “Peace Before Us”.   
 
Hope in the future was expressed.  The worship team lead “Christ Before Us”.  
 
Scott Roth shared that we are “one body and one Spirit”.  We are like tomato plants.  The 
purpose of a tomato is to grow and make new tomato plants.  The purpose of a church is to 
drop seeds and plant more Christians. 
 
Reconciliation Stations were set up where participants were encouraged to lay down what was 
on our hearts. 
 



The worship team led the group in singing “Jesus be the Center”, “Lord Prepare Me to be a 
Sanctuary”, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”.  
 
Scott Roth led a benediction:  “Leave here feeling the love of Christ.  See and feel the love of 
Christ by what others have experienced.”  
 
 
Saturday, November 03, 2018 
 
United Franconia and Eastern District Business Session 
The Eastern District Moderator welcomed the group. FMC Moderator John Goshow welcomed 
the group. Steve Kriss  – “sustainable tables” –  we want diverse voices.   Scott Roth & Steve Kriss 
led table groups in communion. 
 
We remember people who are not at our tables and who did not get communion.  As a 
missional act, we share communion with those who have not received, as a reminder that there 
are those among us who are in need.  Each of us serves as a reminder of God’s Presence.  
 
Reconciliation Exploration report from the Structure and Identity team 
Reconciliation Team representatives Mike Clemmer & Sherri Brokopp-Binder, shared reflections 
on the work of the team over the last year.  Sherri shared that today feels like a relief.  The work 
we need to do here made her think it would be good to sing a song.  She led us in “To God be 
the Glory”. 
 
We are representing the structure and identity team as recommended and approved in 2017 by 
both conferences.  The team’s task is to come up with a new structure for the merged 
conference.  Meetings were lively and informative, a spirit of working together, yet still a lot of 
questions and many more that we will come up with today.  After we talk today, the Structure 
and Identity Team will bring a plan to Spring Assembly that will be officially voted on at Fall 
Assembly 2019. 



 
Sherri shared that on the tables we have “Digging Deeper Rooms” – topics that show where 
there are differences on how the conferences operate that we want to take some time to think 
about.   Our job this morning is to open up these conversations, not to come to consensus, just 
to open up the conversation.  This morning is step one of a several step process which will be 
continued in the “Digging Deeper” conversation rooms.  Record questions, hopes, concerns that 
are raised at the table.  This information will be turned into more detailed agendas for 
afternoon Digging Deeper sessions.   Scott, Mike & Sherri will walk around to see if there are 
questions.  Table groups discussed questions and comments around conference structure 
differences. 
 
United Worship Session 
The worship team opened with singing including “Cornerstone”.  Tami Good opened the group 
in prayer.  Scott Roth opened the groups with thanks.  Steve Kriss asked the group what it 
means to be people of God at this time.  We make a commitment to look on each other well and 
to speak kindly of each other.  The things that we do are at odds with culture.  We are people of 
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.  We remember the deep wounding of our communities – 
we hurt with the people of the Pittsburgh synagogue in last week’s shooting.   We proclaim 
again our shared ministry of reconciliation.   God can heal our deepest wounds.  We extend 
hope to the world. 
 
Tami Good said that we remember those and express gratitude for those who have passed away 
this year.  Tami and the Worship Team led us in singing “How Great Thou Art”.  
 
Mary Nitzsche introduced a video of those who have passed away this year:  Ralph Malin, 
Norman Geissinger and William Brunk.    1 Timothy 6 – these have “lived lives dedicated to the 
mission of Christ.  They have fought the good fight.   They have led in compassion in the 
presence of many witnesses”.    Romans 8:38-39. 
 
Steve Kriss introduced those joining our ranks as credentialed leaders.  
 
Those receiving a License toward Ordination: 
 Kyle Rodgers  
 Hendy Stevan  
 Steve Wilburn  
 
Those who were Ordained in 2018: 
 Bill Martin  
 Penny Naugle  
 Paula Stoltzfus   \ 
 Samuel Charles 
 
Mary Nitzche and Scott Roth led the group in anointing the new leaders for healing, blessing and 
empowerment.  Anointing is not magical but expresses our desire to place our lives in God’s 
hands.  As part of the anointing, persons prayed over the new leaders. The new leaders then 
anointed those present that came up for prayer and anointing.  The worship team led songs 
including “Lord I need You” and “They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love”.  



Scott Roth and Steve Kriss gave thanks to the volunteers and staff of the conferences and also of 
Souderton Mennonite Church who have led worship, taken care of logistics, directed people and 
much more.  The next gathering will be the first Saturday in May.  Scott shared that the Saturday 
in May will be a time to “kick the tires” of Structure and Identity.   It is a process and not just a 
few people making decisions for the group.  Scott led the group in Closing Prayer 
 
After lunch, Digging Deeper sessions were an opportunity to ask questions about differences in 
ED and FMC in smaller group settings.  Topics were held twice and included: 
 
 Board Structure 
 Spring Assembly 
 Delegate Representation 
 Business of the Conference 
 Onboarding of New Congregations 
 Credentialed Leaders 
 Oversight of the Church 
 Conference Related Ministries 
 
Franconia Conference Business Session 
Emily Ralph Servant led the group in singing “How Great Thou Art”.  Hendy led in Indonesian 
“For God Nothing is Impossible” - “Bagi Tugan”.  John Goshow encouraged everyone to vote 
since we need 60 voting for the vote to be counted.  Since some people have already left, please 
be sure to vote. 
 
Affirmation of Minutes from 2017 – Joe Hackman led the motion; Josh Meyer seconded motion.  
Minutes were approved unanimously. Steve Kriss shared that last assembly we approved four 
additional congregations.  San Francisco Chinese Mennonite Church was started by the Eastern 
District and would like to join Franconia Conference.  Jeff Wright is the new FMC Leadership 
Minister for California. Aldo Siahaan shared that he went to San Francisco last year with his wife 
who is Chinese/Indonesian to meet with Pastor Joshua So of the San Francisco Chinese 
Mennonite Church.  He is impressed with Pastor So’s desire to serve the Lord and his passion for 
reaching out to the lost.  Jeff Wright, FMC Leadership Minister in California has known Joshua 
and Anita for 31 years.  He has seen in Joshua a brother who was passionate about the city he 
served.  They know the people and neighborhoods of Richmond San Francisco.  They founded 
the church 38 years ago to minister to the Cantonese speakers of San Francisco. Pray with them 
as they consider the future, possibly selling their current structure and building in the city.  They 
have given their lives to serving and it is a privilege to welcome them. Steve Kriss offered his 
strong affirmation and the recognition that welcoming another congregation in another state.  
Joshua has been the primary translator of Anabaptist documents into Cantonese. John Goshow 
reflected on the visit that he had with Pastor Joshua and his church. The hospitality was 
welcoming.  Emily led us in “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”. 
 
DECISION:  The delegates unanimously approved the membership of the San Francisco Chinese 

Mennonite Church to join Franconia Mennonite Conference. Pastor Joshua – 
“thank you for making it possible for my wife and myself to come to the 
“Vatican” of the conference (but he is “not sure who is the pope”).  Pastor 
Joshua’s church started in 1980 as Chinese Mennonite. “We thank God that God 
has used us to start a Mennonite church in San Francisco.  We have committed 



our lives to this mission for the last 40 years.   We currently have 40-50 people 
each Sunday.   We joined the Mennonites because we think the Mennonite faith 
is good – Bible believing with an emphasis on community service. I like the 
Mennonite ministry.  But most importantly I think that Mennonites are simple in 
faith – we love God.   We left PMC because their faith is moving a little bit away 
from the Bible.   We want to remain a Bible believing church.   I thank you very 
much for your support.  San Francisco is a big city but the Mennonite Church is 
small.  We are part of you now – your greatness is our pride. You can give us 
support – whenever you go to San Francisco, don’t forget to visit us on Sunday 
and give us support.  
 

Conference Board Members for Affirmation 
The Delegates Affirmed the Following new members for Franconia Mennonite Conference: 

 
Angela Moyer, as Conference Board Member-at-Large 

              Cory Longacre, Conference Board Member-at-Large 
              Kiron Mateti, Conference Board Member-at-Large 
 
Steve Kriss shared information about the FMC’s Missional Grant Funds.  Ask your Leadership 
Minister for information about applying for a grant. John Goshow asked the group to nominate 
persons that might replace John Goshow as Conference Moderator.  Ideally a nomination could 
be brought to the Spring Assembly in May.   FMC will be appointing a search committee as well.  
Please submit suggestions for the search committee to Barbie or others on FMC Conference 
staff.  
 
Partners in Ministry - two groups shared 
 
John Goshow shared that two people leaving the FMC Board: Paula Marolewski and Jim King  
John expressed appreciation for those who have helped make this conference a success. He 
expressed thanks for the FMC Board members.  
 
Closing – We affirm our desire to continue in and witness to the nonresistant and simple faith in 
Christ, looking for the blessed.  Emily led us in a closing song. 
 
Notes submitted by Janet Panning 
 


