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“Suffering demands a voice, a witness 
and that means giving up the freedom to 
be a bystander,” according to Dr. Sandra 
Bloom, trauma specialist. For two days 
in May, a group of 30 pastors, veterans, 
family members and community mem-
bers gathered at Salford Mennonite 
Church for STAR’s Journey Home from 
War training. STAR is a program of East-
ern Mennonite University’s Center for 
Justice and Peacebuilding. Participants 
learned about the challenges veterans 
and their families face when service 
members return home from war and 
how they might aid in the healing process. 

A group of about 20 community members, including Peaceful Living staff and local Mennonite pastors, have 
been meeting for years to help veterans and their loved ones find a voice and a safe space to face the trauma 
they have endured. Plans are now in the works for Veteran’s Day Remembrance Services in November. A 
huge thanks to conference churches who are committed to walking alongside vets in our communities. 

In addition to our work with this amazing group, our Director 
of Congregational Ministries Bob Wendt recently started a 
Bible Study for the individuals in our residential program. 
Every month they enjoy fellowship, worship and act out a 
story from the Bible.  

Bob continues to work with churches on assessments on 
how their churches can be more inclusive to people with dis-
abilities and autism. In partnership with a church in Dela-
ware County, we also sponsored a social story in 300+ au-
tism-friendly activity bags for Lutheran churches in the tri-
county area. 

If your congregation would like to volunteer with Peaceful Living, please consider providing volunteers for 
our monthly SOUL (Social Opportunities for the Ultimate Life) respite events, or Friendship Connection 
events. We also host dances throughout the year providing social opportunities for people with disabilities 
and autism. 

For more information about the other programs of Peaceful Living, visit www.peacefulliving.org.  

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/creatingbelonging to see what we’re up to. 

Becca and Kelly create the water for the story of Jonah. 
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