
A Missional Spirituality for the Day/Week 
 
 
•  Morning:  as the day begins we pray two prayers.   
The Lord’s Prayer – “Your Kingdom come, your will be done.”   
The missional prayer:  “Lord, you will be at work today; help us notice where you 
are working, and show us how we can enter in.”  
We go into the day expectantly, asking God to further God’s mission of 
reconciliation and shalom - and that we may collaborate.   
 
•  Mid-day: we stop, read a psalm, pray the Lord’s prayer, and in silence engage 
in the spiritual act of “noticing.” Where have we seen God at work? 
  
•  Bed-time:  reflect upon what we have noticed throughout the day, and offer 
prayers of thanks and lament. 
 
•  Disciplines of Remembering: not “forget all God’s benefits” (Ps 103.2):  tell a 
friend or partner what we have noticed, or record what we have seen in a journal.   
 
•  Telling the community:  When our faith community meets, we bring our little 
stories of what we have noticed - our testimonies, our reports from the front.  
 
A. and E. Kreider, Worship and Mission After Christendom.  Herald Press, 2011, 159-160, 
drawing on Robert Schreiter, Reconciliation, Mission and Ministry.  Orbis Books, 1992. 
 



 
CLASSIC MISSION & MISSION OF GOD: The world needs both 

 
 CLASSIC MISSION 

 

MISSION OF GOD – missio Dei 

 

CENTRAL TEXTS 
“Go make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them” (Matt 28.19-20).   

“I can only do what I see the Father doing” (Jn 
5.19).  “As the Father sent me, so I send you” 
(Jn 20.21). Reconciling all things (Col 1.20); 
the wolf and lamb reconciled (Isaiah 11.1-9).  

SENDER The Church; or a mission agency 
God is the sender.  In all areas God does not 
coerce, force or induce, but sends. 
 

TERRITORY 
“Out there,” far from home. The mission field.  
A non-Christian culture beyond the “Christian 
West.” 

Everywhere – all areas of society and all 
people are in need of God’s reconciling work, 
the healing good news of Jesus Christ. 

PERSONNEL 
Specialist Christians – missionaries who are 
sent, who leave home and go abroad.   
 

Every Christian – all are baptized into God’s 
reconciling mission. The whole church is an 
instrument of God’s mission. 

GOAL 
To bring salvation (save individuals) and to 
build the church - with institutions for charitable 
and educational work. 

To reconcile all things in Christ (with God, 
humans, creation)(Col 1.20); a banquet - 
Isaiah 25.6 and Matt 8.5-13; worship - Phil 
2.10-11 and Rev 7.9-12; new creation - Isa 
11.1-9 and Gal 6.15.  All-embracing shalom. 

STRENGTHS OF CLASSIC MISSION 
1. BRINGING SALVATION and joy to millions of people. 
2. DETONATOR OF THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH now predominantly in the global South. 
3. FACILITATING GLOBAL GIFT GIVING, reciprocal sharing of insight, faith, prayer, finance and education. 
4. NURTURING FELLOWSHIP IN THE BODY OF CHRIST between Christians of different nations and cultures. 

STRENGTHS OF THE MISSION OF GOD 
1. MISSION IS GOD’S ACTIVITY: an expression of God’s character; a gift of God’s grace; the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  God’s methods are gentle, not forcing.  We can miss seeing God’s action, but we can’t stop it.   
2. GOD’S MISSION IS BIG: to reverse the Fall, to bring peace/shalom – right relationships with God, other humans, 

creation.  God is at work outside the Church as well as in it. 
3. THE GOSPEL IS HOLISTIC: it holds together mission with peace, salvation with discipleship, spiritual work with 

secular work, sharing faith with shalom-making and caring for creation. 
4. OVERCOMES SPECIALIZATION:  God’s mission to bring all-encompassing reconciliation is the center of the 

life of every Christian and of the entire church.  There are no specialists, no mission-free zones. 
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