
Introducing Rocky Ridge, Bethany, and Ambler

As Eastern District and Franconia Conferences continue to work together, we are taking time to get to know one another

with introductions to our congregations. Join in the fun–submit your congregation’s intro today!  Let’s kick it off with three

congregations that were all started during Franconia Conference’s mission movement in the mid-20th century.

Rocky Ridge Mennonite Church

Rocky Ridge is located about 2 miles southeast of Quakertown, PA. In

the early1900’s the area around Rocky Ridge was known as the

“woods over the ridge.”  Families living in the area were of many

nationalities and most had little income.  In 1931, the first “cottage”

meeting and Sunday School were held.  By 1949, a number of charter

families had moved into the area and a new church building at 114

Rocky Ridge Road was built.

We have been an ethnically diverse congregation from the beginning,

and have always had at the forefront a support of missions, missionaries, and short term mission experiences.

As we look towards the future, Rocky Ridge is currently trying to re-imagine what shape their missional DNA will take in

the 21  century.

Vision Statement:  We are a community of people, bonded by faith in Jesus Christ, committed to being Shaped by

God’s word, to Sharing our life with others, and to Sacrificing for God’s mission.

Franco Salvatori is the current Lead Pastor.  The church structure consists of Elders giving spiritual direction and a

Leadership Council governance to church matters.

Quakertown Christian School was started in the basement of the church in September 1951.  

(www.rockyridgechurch.org)

Bethany Mennonite Church

Bethany is an intimate ecumenical gathering in Bridgewater Corners,

Vermont.   We began as a small group of five families who followed a

call to move here from PA in the early 1950′s.   We are currently led by

Gwen Groff.

We foster a healthy awareness of the broader Christian faith as it

relates to our global community.  We are excited about Jesus Christ.  

We celebrate the transcendence of his birth.  We marvel at the

complex grace of his time on Earth.  We rejoice in the solemn beauty

of his death and resurrection.   We are excited about continuing His

story of a deep love for the women and men around him, as we live

and work here in a quiet corner of the world being the hands, feet,

body and blood of the Word-made-Flesh.

We come from all walks of life.  We come from all political persuasions.  We come from all economic backgrounds.  Our

common theme is our deep love of the way of Jesus.  We love to sing together.  We love to eat together.  We love to

camp together. Our children are important to us.  That they have a safe place to seek out their Creator is tantamount to

our existence as a body of faith.

In light of all of this, we see ourselves as good soil- no more and no less.  Good things grow here.

Ambler Mennonite Church

This summer’s baptisms at Rocky Ridge.

st

This mosaic hangs at the front of Bethany’s auditorium

and is made from slips of paper that members wrote on

as part of one Sunday’s sermon.

Edit

Introducing Rocky Ridge, Bethany, and Ambler | Franconia Conference http://franconiaconference.org/front-page/introducing-rocky-ridge-betha...

1 of 2 10/18/2012 9:36 AM



©2012 Franconia Mennonite Conference | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

Ambler began in a garage in 1952 as an outreach of Franconia

Conference.  This mission was nearly abandoned when those who

came to serve the children of the area found them too unruly.  For the

last fifty years, the meetinghouse has been located at the corner of

Spring Garden and Mount Pleasant Avenues, within walking distance

of the train to Philadelphia.  In the last century Ambler grew as a

company town for Keasbey and Mattison, an asbestos manufacturer. 

Despite this environmental legacy, Ambler is in the midst of

revitalization with numerous restaurants, theaters, and shops opening

on its main street.

Ours is an average-sized congregation with a full-time pastor, a part-time “outreach enthusiast,” a pair of elders, and a

church council.  Our current pastor is the second woman in that position and was called from within.  We are in the

process of evaluating our current structure with an eye toward downsizing.

Ambler is a diverse congregation—racially, ethnically, generationally, geographically, theologically, and otherwise.  Our

worship style is eclectic, informal, and participatory.  We are a people who enjoy each other’s company and look for

opportunities to connect outside the walls.  Who we are is reflected in the mission statement we adopted last year—”a

diverse community of  believers following Jesus in building relationships by serving those among and around us with

love and offering the good news of peace, hope, and healing.”

We continue to be a congregation focused on young people with Vacation Bible School, an art club that ran for several

summers, involvement with tutoring/mentoring elementary school students, and hosting rock concerts featuring local

high school bands.  Some of us regularly participate in prison ministry, hospitality month with homeless families, and

Mennonite Disaster Services.  In recent years, we have become well known for our Pennsylvania Dutch dinners and

shoo-fly pies and for bringing the annual ecumenical CROP walk back to town.

This entry was posted in Congregational Profiles, Franconia, Front Page and tagged Ambler, Bethany, Donna Me, Franco Salvatori, Gwen Groff, Rocky

Ridge by Emily. Bookmark the permalink.

Ambler’s Kids Art Club paints a 44-foot mural.
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