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President opens year with message on 

Christ-Centered Servant Leadership 

During the 2015-16 school year, the college is 

focusing on its core value of "servant leadership." 

President James E. Brenneman opened the year by 

asking students and staff to consider what it means 

to be a Christ-centered servant leader. Saying that 

it sounds like an oxymoron and is difficult to define, 

Brenneman pointed out that "we know what 

servant leadership is when we see it." He added 

that as Christians, our primary understanding of 

servant leadership comes from the life and 

teachings of Jesus himself, as well as from God 

attaching God's very self to creation. "The servant 

leader God is motivated by love, pure and simple. 

The servant leader God of love is affected by our 

wrongs, woos us with infinite love – an honest-to-

God real love filled with pathos, whimsy, mirth, 

limitation, creativity, agony and ecstasy." 

Brenneman, a 1977 graduate of Goshen College, is 

in his third term as President. 
Conference connections 

This academic year we have two students enrolled 

from the Franconia Conference.  One students is 

from Salford Mennonite Church and one is from 

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church.  Those churches 

generously pledged $3,500 in congregational 

student aid for the academic year. The Goshen 

College Church Aid Matching Grant program 

provides a dollar-for-dollar match of the first 

$1,000 per student and a 1:4 match after that, up 

to full tuition. 

2015-16 Campus ministries theme   

The Campus Ministries theme this year is 

"Centered in Christ." Eleven Ministry Leaders, eight 

Worship Assistants, and countless other Goshen 

College students provide leadership as we explore 

what it means to center ourselves before God in 

the midst of a busy world. In the first chapel of the 

year, Campus Pastor Bob Yoder shared that Jesus’s 

spirituality, portrayed in the Gospel of Luke, was 

one of both “doing” and “being.” He often went to 

the “deserted places” after his “good deeds” to 

spend time in prayer with God. Students were then 

invited to write down a hope or a prayer for the 

upcoming year on mirrors. Students and employees 

were also invited to engage the theme through the 

GC Prayer Book, which includes twelve devotions 

written by students as well as over a dozen 

different ways to pray.  This material is available to 

people in both print and electronic 

formats.  Visit www.goshen.edu/faith/campus-

ministries to learn more about GC Campus 

Ministries. 

    

For more information, contact Dan Koop Liechty, Director of 

Alumni and Career Networks.  Call (574) 535-7002 or e-mail 

churchrelations@goshen.edu. 

 

 


