
The countdown to the next Mennonite Church USA convention has begun! Phoenix 2013 is only 

10 months away. This newsletter will provide you and your youth group with a snapshot of the many 

awesome, inspiring, worshipful and educational events that are being planned for Phoenix, and will 

equip you with the tools you need to prepare well. 

 

H E A L E D  I N  H O P E

Psalm 24:1, Romans 5:1-5, Philippians 3:20-21, Ephesians 2:14-22

PHOENIX 2013
NEWSLETTER

A note from Ervin Stutzman:

Citizens of God’s 
Kingdom: Healed 
in Hope
 We are praying that our convention in Phoenix 

will be a time of renewal and recommitment to 

God’s reign in the world.

 This week we will have an opportunity to grasp 

a new vision of the depth and breadth of God’s King-

dom, God’s preferred future for the whole created 

order. We will come to comprehend the profound 

implications of the claim that “the earth is the Lord’s 

and everything in it.”

 We will hear the call to live as citizens 

of God’s kingdom, pledging our allegiance to God 

above all other claims to our loyalty, including the 

nation in which we live.

 We will be invited to acknowledge the 

ways that we have yielded to the temptations of this 

present world, and to turn away from the destructive 

effect of our misplaced allegiances.

 We will hear assurances of God’s healing 

grace, love and forgiveness as we seek to align our-

selves with God’s restorative purposes in the world. 

 We will be sent into the world, empowered 

by God’s Spirit to be signs and instruments of God’s 

salvation, justice and peace.

—Ervin R. Stutzman, executive director, 

Mennonite Church USA
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Conversations about immigration
 At Phoenix 2013, participants will have opportunities to participate in a variety of educational opportunities meant to help 

our church engage in asking questions and learning more about immigration policies, undoing racism, and what it means to be 

a citizen of God’s Kingdom living in a world that prizes national allegiance.

 Mennonite Church USA staff members Iris de León-Hartshorn and André Gingerich Stoner are hard at work planning 

special learning experiences and opportunities for all convention participants. These opportunities may include, but will not 

be limited to, trips to the Arizona-Mexico border with the Borderlinks program, an invitation to participate in a prayerful walk 

throughout downtown Phoenix following the final worship service, salsa dancing lessons, an educational film festival and 

more. 

 Your youth group can also take steps to learn more about immigration in your own communities. Consider trying out 

some of these ideas: 

n Visit a local Immigrations and Customs Enforcement detention center near your home congregation. They are located not 

only in Arizona, but also throughout the country. Some of the largest centers are located in Pennsylvania: http://www.ice.

gov/detention-facilities/

n Get in touch with resource and law centers in your local areas to learn about immigration policies that are in place. 

n Check out the resources for immigration education on the Mennonite Church USA website: http://mennoniteusa.org/

executive-board/immigration/ 

n Study the “Immigration and the Bible” Missio Dei, a magazine available from Mennonite Mission Network: http://www.

mennonitemission.net/Stories/News/Pages/NewMissioDeionimmigration.aspx 

n Collect stories about immigration in your own area. Challenge members of your youth group to gather stories from recent 

immigrants and from members of their own congregation, whose families may have immigrated long ago. 

 If your youth group tries out any of these ideas, we’d love to hear from you. Send us your stories and pictures: 

convention@MennoniteUSA.org
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Travel tip
Did you know that you can already make your transportation reservations for Phoenix through Menno Travel Services in Gos-

hen, Ind.? Even if you don’t live in Indiana, Menno Travel can help you plan your trip. Give them a call now to discuss group 

booking options. You don’t even have to have the names of all those traveling, and you can add and subtract from your total 

number as the trip draws nearer. Booking now with Menno Travel can insure you the lowest travel rate possible. All that is 

needed in order to confirm a group booking is a $50 per person deposit. Visit www.mennotrav.com/ or call 1-800 635-0963 

and let them know you’re interested in the Mennonite Church USA convention special
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Legacies and citizenship
By Hugo Saucedo

Do not stand at my grave and weep

Do not stand at my grave and weep, 

I am not there; I do not sleep. 

I am a thousand winds that blow, 

I am the diamond glints on snow, 

I am the sun on ripened grain, 

I am the gentle autumn rain. 

When you awaken in the morning’s hush 

I am the swift uplifting rush 

Of quiet birds in circling flight. 

I am the soft star-shine at night. 

Do not stand at my grave and cry, 

I am not there; I did not die.

 These words by Mary Elizabeth Frye remind me of my good friend Dan Miller. Dan recently entered into the great mysterious 

unknown. I refuse to say he died, because he didn’t. I don’t say this lightly or as a cliché, but in many ways those Dan left behind 

are the ones who find themselves with a bit less life within. We stand and ponder the “what ifs?” as if we had any control over 

life and death. I refuse to believe that Dan is gone because, like the swift uplifting rush of the morning, Dan’s legacy—and the 

legacy of many like him—is still alive and will live on for generations.

 I start my blogging with this account of Dan Miller’s life because it is because of people like Dan that I found my way to 

Christ and into the Mennonite denomination.

 I have pondered the whole issue of citizenship deeply and wondered whether our current political context really allows us 

to have a proactive way of discussing this topic. I think we are too stubborn and proud to let go of our understandings of right 

and wrong, legal and illegal to honestly talk to each other about such a divisive topic. This is truly a tragedy because we miss out 

on the entire point of what our true citizenship as believers in Christ should be. Love your neighbor as yourself really leaves little 

to debate in my mind.

 Which is where Dan comes in. I count myself lucky to have known Dan for as long as I did, but I do find myself mourning 

not having gotten to know him better for what he meant to others he served with. This man took his family to South Texas in a 

time that was rife with racism and discrimination, a  time where people who looked like me were treated as second-class citizens. 

Dan fought against this mentality and stood up for those like me. It is because of his deeds that I find it difficult to remain angry 

and bitter with a church that I feel often sees me as a second-class citizen, with all of the responsibilities of being Mennonite but 

none of the privileges. It is because Dan loved me for who I am that I have made my peace with needing to belong. Instead, I am 

challenged by Dan’s legacy to continue the fight for justice where there is no one willing to do so. There are generations of Latinos 

in South Texas and beyond who are where we are because Dan stood up to the powers that be and denied the temptation to fol-

low the status quo. It is this Christlike legacy that gives me hope and makes me a citizen of God’s kingdom.

 Convention has always been a joyous time for me. I get to make new friends and catch up with old ones. However, the com-

ing convention in Phoenix has been a difficult one for me to come to terms with. I deplore the political and dehumanizing rhetoric 

that comes from many politicians in Arizona. Likewise, I am disappointed that Mennonite Church USA could not find an alterna-

tive site for convention. But I have let go of that resentment and bitterness in hopes that this convention will be an opportunity to 

truly make some solid efforts at talking with and listening to each other about this issue of citizenship.

 We are not there to fix Arizona. My hope for this convention is that members of Mennonite Church USA can appreciate 

each other in spite of our differences, and that we can come to look beyond our understanding of citizenship and allow ourselves 

to be transformed by God’s call to love thy neighbor as yourself.

Hugo Saucedo lives and works in San Antonio, Texas, and is a member of San Antonio Mennonite Church.



Registration 
begins Dec. 4!
That’s right. Registration is around the corner. We’re part-

nered with a new online registration company that we hope 

will make the registration process quicker and easier for you 

this year. Starting Dec. 4, you will be able to log on to our 

website, www.mennoniteusa.org/convention, and register 

your group for convention, special events and meal plans.

Hotel registration will begin one week later on Dec. 11. 

Early registration fees
Adult   $199

High school youth  $199

High school youth sponsor $189

Junior high youth  $375 (includes meals)

Junior high youth sponsor $355 (includes meals)

Child (K–5th grade)  $140

Preschool   $120

Infant/toddler  $12 per session

 

of God’s Kindgom
CITIZENS

H E A L E D  I N  H O P E

Scholarships
If your youth group is unable to raise enough funds for all of your convention expenses, we encourage you to apply for a 

scholarship. Funds are limited, so we are only able to cover registration fees. Go to www.mennoniteusa.org/convention for 

forms and details.

How can you help? Larger congregations and those with fewer travel expenses are encouraged to share their financial re-

sources with youth groups who have to travel farther and have limited funding. Contributions toward the scholarship fund 

may be made via the registration form. 

Is your congregation up to the challenge of tithing a portion of your fundraising—or raising extra money 

to contribute to the scholarship fund—so that youth who have never had the chance to experience con-

vention could attend?

Lodging
Due to the excellent layout of the downtown convention 

facilities in Phoenix, Mennonites will only be spread across 

three hotels, all within easy walking distance of the conven-

tion center. The hotels are:

n Hyatt Regency Phoenix

n Renaissance Phoenix Downtown

n Sheraton Phoenix Downtown Hotel

The hotel rate that we have negotiated is $109/night 

(plus taxes). 

Meal plan options
Full meal plan (12 meals) $230

Lunch/dinner (8 meals) $185

Dinner only (4 meals)  $105

Lunch only (4 meals)  $90

Daily lunch/dinner  $50

Special event dinners  $27

Stay cool in Phoenix with a trip to Wet N’ Wild
Among other opportunities in Phoenix, you can spend some time having fun at Wet N’ Wild, Phoenix’s largest outdoor water 

park, on the evening of Wednesday, July 3, from 6:30 to 10 p.m. We’ve negotiated a special rate of $29 per person for conven-

tion-goers. This cost also includes transportation to and from the park. In addition, groups may purchase unlimited drink wrist-

bands, which allow wearers to obtain unlimited bottled water and soda throughout their time at the park; these are available 

on site for $5 each. Be sure to register your group ahead of time if you plan to attend!

Photo provided by Greater Phoenix CVB
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